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HOW TO TALK ABOUT PLANTS: QUESTIONS OF
METHODOLOGY'

ABSTRACT: This paper is a condensed version ol a longer study published in Serbian r.r,hich
analysed the hybrid status ol' intervie'nr.s conducted in the n.runicipality of KnjaZevac during
tl.re Summer School of Serbian Folklore in July 20 13. The examples used lbr analysis are tiom
transcripts of conversations'"vith four inlbmants who collect medicinal plants, professionally or
as a hobby, in the Eastern Serbia. A questionnairc designed to elicit information on the f'unction of
plants intangible heritage when intervieu in-u non-specialists (and not rvhen intervicu'ing cornpetent
herbalists and healers) is presented in the appcndix to this paper.

Key Words: methodology of llcld rvorl<, ethnobotany. phytopharmacy, popular scientific discourse,
intervieu.ing

Methodology of field work in Folklore Studies

The methodology of contemporary field work conducted for the purposes
of qualitative research in hurranistic disciplines has recently undergone dramatic
transfotmations primarily due to technological improvements in research equiprrent,
which have resulted in neu comlnunication opportunities. Another factor has been the
significant social changes r.vhich have taken place in rural communities (traditionally
a favourite terrain for research in 20'h century Slavic Studies). This technologicai and
social acceleration has been addressed with multiple analyses and studies about changes
in.field work methods and their application, as well as studies which discuss the terrain
itself.

One of the major themes in the r.nonogtaph Proceedings of XYY Congress of'
Federcttion of Associalions of yugoslor folklorists l36opuux od XXXI Kott?pec tL(l

Cojysc.tm ua sdpvtreuujantct uo c\o:tx-topucntume Hd Jyzc.tc:raeujal (Cxonje 1986) is the
methodology of field work.r The inten-rational scientific literature on the methodology
of qualitative research today is so extensive that it is practically insurmor-tntable, but
it is easily accessible over the internet. The universal interest in the methodoiogy of
fleld rvork is reflected in the range olcurrently avaiiable Serbian monographs, thematic

rThis contribution is a result ofm.v work on the projcct (Language. Folklorc ancl lvligrations on the Balkans. No.
1780 I 0 ), financed by thc M inistry ol L,ducalion, Sciencc ar.rd Technologrcal Developnrent of Serbia.
I The lbllorving contributions are particularly noteworthv: Au'rouHjeanh 1986; Ilonaacu:resa 19E6: Tpuno:rcru
l9f36r Angelora-Gcorgieva 1986; Sokolewicz I9E6.
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